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M
ore than ever, community and outdoor connection are critical to wellbeing. I 
want to thank you: our friends, donors, participants, team members, alumni and 
champions–for believing in the mission of The Loppet. Fiscal year 2024-25 was 

one of great impact. We saw growth across programs and ramped up our commitment 
to stewarding Theodore Wirth Park through habitat restoration efforts.

A lack of natural snow challenged us for the second winter in a row. However, thanks to 
cool temperatures and the dedication of our trails team, we were able to maintain 7km 
of machine-made snow throughout the winter. 

Connecting people to the outdoors takes many forms. We are excited about the 
evolution of programs that intentionally welcome more seniors, artists, and young 
athletes in addition to our core programs. Please continue to share your feedback with 
us as we strive to meet the needs of our Community.

With gratitude, 
Meghan Cosgrove
Executive Director



MISSIONConnecting People to the Outdoors through 
Experiences that Grow Community

Inclusion
Committing to co-creating spaces, programming and events that are inviting and accessible 
to all individuals seeking community in the outdoors.

Play
Finding ways to add adventure, discovery and joy into all seasons.

Stewardship
Providing mindful and responsible management of resources – including people, the land, 
and financial assets entrusted to our care.

Wellbeing
Knowing that a connection to the outdoors is crucial to mental, physical and social health.

 
Anti-Racism
Confronting racism as a barrier to outdoor connection by acknowledging, addressing 
and eliminating racism from Loppet policies, programs, events, and spaces.

Collaboration
Recognizing that we are one piece of a broader community working together to create 
change. Building strong partnerships is vital to sustaining and living out our values.

Growth
Challenging ourselves to grow, by creating an environment for improvement, 
performance and achievement.

Loppet Values



Connections through Storytelling

2024 launched the Stories of Connection project. Phase one involved 
collecting and sharing stories from North Mpls & BIPOC communities about 
their connections to the outdoors and, specifically, Theodore Wirth Park. These 
stories were used to create educational artwork, storymaps, nature-based 
programming and healing opportunities for people of all ages and backgrounds. 
By creating space for authentic dialogue and reflection, the Stories of 
Connection project is working to create stronger connections between nearby 
neighbors in North Minneapolis and community members from across the city.

Artist: Onibaba Studio | Cori Nakamura Lin

Funding for this project was provided by the Minnesota Environment and Natural Resources Trust Fund 
as recommended by the Legislative-Citizen Commission on Minnesota Resources (LCCMR).

https://loppet.org/stories-of-connection/


Stewarding Theodore 
Wirth Park
The Loppet’s habitat restoration efforts continued
in 2024. Tuesday nights were devoted to the 
removal of invasive species, such as buckthorn, 
from May through November. Thanks to 197 
volunteers, over 340 hours were dedicated to 
this effort in 2024 alone. The Loppet was chosen 
as a recipient of the Two for the Trails grant from 
Athletic Brewing. This grant supports the removal 
of invasive species and native plant restoration 
through seeding. We were also able to purchase 
hand tools for volunteers. As a result of this grant
funding, 4.5 acres of land have been seeded 
with native plants. More efforts are underway 
to restore an additional 45 acres of woodland, 
prairie, and savanna habitats, which lays the 
groundwork for long-term improvements to 
support native plant species.



Event Evolution

The Loppet continued to produce world class events connecting thousands of people. 
In 2024, two events evolved: In the fall, the Loopet Loppet became Ȟaȟá Wakpádaŋ 
Loopet Loppet to honor the Dakota name for Basset Creek. Changing the name was 
only the beginning as The Loppet worked with local Native groups and advisors to 
create an Indigenous Peoples Festival and incorporate Indigenous traditions into the 
start of the Ultramarathon, 5K and kids race. This was The Loppet’s first year offering a 
5K option in addition to the 6 and 12 hour ultra options, as well as a kids race that saw 
dozens of youth seeing how many loops they could do in a handful of minutes. 

The inaugural Indigenous Peoples Festival featured over 20 Native entrepreneurs, 
artists, storytellers, and community partners, Indigenous gameplay from Coach Dan 
(Oneida, Wolf Clan), storytelling from author Joanne Zacharias (Dakota), and a short 
film by Jordan Marie Whetstone (Lakota). 

20 Native Vendors 290 participants 4 cultural advisors

https://loppet.org/event/%c8%9fa%c8%9fa-wakpadan-loopet-loppet/
https://loppet.org/event/%c8%9fa%c8%9fa-wakpadan-loopet-loppet/


348 registered 
participants

49 Volunteers “Low-pet” won the 
popular vote!

law-pet
CHALLENGE

In January 2025 the Pre-Loppet, a winter ski and fat bike event, became the Low-pet 
Law-pet Challenge, playing into the most commonly asked question we get: How is 
“Loppet” pronounced? Participants were asked to choose their preferred pronunciation 
when registering for a battle of diction. Low-pet won the popular vote, but Team Law-
pet participants took home the fastest times. We look forward to seeing which team will 
come out on top in 2026! 

https://loppet.org/event/low-pet-law-pet-challenge/
https://loppet.org/event/low-pet-law-pet-challenge/


A Commitment to 
Excellence in Coaching

Over the last year, the Loppet employed 317 
coaches, instructors and camp counselors 
who provided welcoming, safe and fun 
experiences for thousands of participants. 
This year we established Coaching Summits-
day long trainings for coaches across youth 
programming. The purpose was to enrich our 
seasonal team members’ understanding of the 
Loppet mission and values, connect and learn 
from one another, and provide developmentally 
appropriate coaching techniques. They also 
enhanced their technical skills and intentionally 
used a more inclusive coaching lens to build 
community across programs. 



Loppet Nordic Racing Juniors Success

This year we celebrated the incredible success of the Loppet Nordic Racing (LNR)
Juniors team. The team competed at US Cross Country Junior Nationals at Soldier 
Hollow in Midway, Utah. Competing in U16, U18, U20 age groups, the girls squad won 
the US Club Championships, with Linnea Ousdigian leading the way. Linnea gained 
National Champion titles in both the Freestyle Sprint and the 5km Freestyle Mass Start 
and secured a strong 2nd place in the 5km Classic Interval Start. Logan Drevlow on 
the men’s team won a National Champion title with a victory in the U18 10km Freestyle 
Mass Start. LNR also qualified three skiers to international trips and competitions. 
Linnea and Logan qualified for the U18 Nordic Nations Cup and raced in Gjoevik, 
Norway and Sydney Drevlow made the World Junior Team and raced in Bergamo-
Schilpario Italy.



Financial Report

Income Statement Statement of Financial Position
Operating Revenue

Donations, Grants & Membership
In-Kind Contributions
Registration
Sales (Passes & Admission)
Facilities and Equipment Rental
Other Income
TOTAL

Operating Expenses
Program Services
	 Loppet Sport
	 Adventures
	 Trails & Trailhead
	 Events
General & Administration
Fundraising
TOTAL

$1,931,368
$62,181
$2,069,856
$634,107
$257,540
$208,634
$5,163,686

$4,327,110
$871,110
$1,623,041
$1,252,987
$579,972
$681,883
$111,745
$5,120,738

Assets

Current Assets
Contributions Receivable, note of current 
portion
Loan Receivable
Trailhead Building Lease
Right of use assets, net
Property and Equipment
TOTAL

Liabilities
Current Liabilities

Net Assets
Lease Liability, Less Current Portion
Long-term debt, less current portion
TOTAL LIABILITIES

Without donor restrictions
With donor restrictions
Total Net Assets

TOTAL NET ASSETS AND LIABILITIES

$2,957,122

$83,500
$2,759,400
$1,159,776
$333,775
$768,073
$8,061,646

$1,156,459

$341,138
$4,044,971
$5,542,568

$819,616
$1,699,462
$2,519,078

$8,061,646

Change in net assets from operations

Net Assets, beginning of year
Net Assets, end of year

$35,223

$2,483,855
$2,519,078

Other Changes in Net Assets



Thank You To Our Donors!

$20,000+
Anonymous
David Bryan and Ann Longfellow
David Dayton and Mary Bolla
Laurie Laner and Mark Borman
Presidents Discretionary Fund of the Minneapolis Foundation
The Caleb Fund of the Minneapolis Foundation
The Minneapolis Foundation

$10,000 - $19,999
Anonymous
Christopher and Michelle Kromm
Ed and Jenni Ryan
Edward R. Bazinet Charitable Foundation
Jon and Gail Van Horn
Mayo Clinic

$5,000 - $9,999
Anonymous
Anonymous
Boren Family Fund
Christopher and Michelle Kromm
Dean Sundquist
Dick and Joyce H. McFarland Family Fund of 
the Minneapolis Foundation
Dick McFarland
Dustin Lundebrek and Rose Ryan
Edward R. Bazinet Charitable Foundation
Jorge Saavedra and Laura Saavedra Myers

McVay Foundation
The Butler Family Community Foundation
Utepils Brewing Company
Whitefish Trading Company

Michael and Heather Noble
Mike Bono and Kathie Constantine
Minneapolis Rotary Foundation
Polestar
Robert Steffes
The Dorsey & Whitney Foundation
William K Martin



$1,000 - $4,999
Alan and Sandra Witebsky
All Energy Solar
Andre and Elizabeth L’Heureux
Andrew Blazar
Anonymous
Anonymous
Anthony and Carolyn Bramante
Arthur Stuart Hanson
Ashley Koskiniemi and Peter Blake
Beth  Camilleri
Bianca Zick and Andy Martens
Bill and Amy McKinney
Binky and Win Rockwell Family Fund 
Bob and Barb Woodruff
Brad Bart and Susan Diem
Brian Zelickson and Mary McCarthy
Bruce Chamberlain and Jennifer Ringold
Captain Ken’s Foods
Carol and William Hay
Carolyn and Daniel Rusch
Chris Bercaw and Mary McKelvey
Cinda Collins
Clay and Meg Rudolph
Cynthia Osterling
Dan and Laura Swartz
David and Audrey Abrams
David Piper
Dodd and Ann Cosgrove
Dorothy Jung and Craig Hedberg
Douglas and Martha Miller
Eric Sumner and Sheila Eldred
Frank and Meredith Johnson
Freedom 3 Capital LLC
Gear West Ski & Bike
Genevieve Johnson and Michael Kinnee
Granite Bank
James and Wanda Hollensteiner Foundation
James Vancura
Jean O’Connell
Jessie and Jeff Berman
Joel Dunning and Heather Rose-Dunning
John and Gwen Daniels
John Ohman
Karl Dewahl and Valinda Pearson
Kevin and Sara Ousdigian
Kim and Laurie Boyce
KNOCK, inc.
Knox Foundation
Kris and Christine Aas-Larson
Lamr Consulting (DBA You Betcha Tours)
Leroy Leftwich
LHB Inc.
Linda and John Sumner
Lucinda Conroy
Mark Raderstorf and Linda Armstrong
Mark Schneider and Mary Lincoln

Mary Hunstiger
Meghan Cosgrove
Merrie and Aaron Sjogren
Michael Gotzsche & Mary Moench
Michael Loop
Michelle Coady and Susan Sullivan
Mill City Orthodontics
Minneapolis Kiwanis Foundation
Mr. Stephen P. Kotvis & Mrs. Jennifer S. Pearson
Muffy Ritz
Nicholas and Jena Rogers of the Minneapolis Foundation
Paul S Holte
Peter and Jocelyn Knoll
Piper Sandler Companies
Precision Performance Physical Therapy
Public Lands
Renewal by Andersen
Richard and Amy Casey Paal
Richard Pike and Barbara Conti
Roger Hale and Nor Hall
Rudy Luther Toyota
Sarah Brenckman
Sisu Solar
SRF Consulting
Stacey Stewart
Steve Befort and Anne Johnson
Stewart and Lesley Crosby
Sundet Foundation
Susan Boren King and Steven King
Susan Knutson
Terry Brueck
Terry Klepinski
The Crown Construction Co
The Head Family Foundation
Tiffany Han
Tom and Sheila Trachtman
Tom Camp and Leslie Hale
Travis and Erika Saveraid
Tricia Conroy
We Are Nuts
William and Sarah Oyler
William Stiles and Molly Bondhus
Winthrop and Binky Rockwell
Zachary and Vanessa Handler



$500 - $999
612MTB
Adam and Carolyn Bock
Amanda Queitzsch
Andrea Wood and Robert Richman
Anonymous
Bill and Jane Anton-Minge
Bill Conroy and Margaret Harrington
Brett and Cindy Docteur White
Brett Hauser
Brian Lammers and Emily Knox
Brian Milavitz and Sue Smukler
Bryan Hinck
Cargill
Cindy Garretson
Clifton and Melissa Hull
Dave and Michelle Horan
David and Carmela Kranz
Edwin Van Der Hoek and Jennifer Debrow
Eleanor Crosby
Elizabeth Hinz
Eoin O’Hara and Heidi Meyer
Eric Hedman
Eric Roden
Erik and Roseann EkstromBlair Anderson and Fawzia Khan
Gabriella Tsurutani and Jennifer Pierce
Gene and Jane Kay
Gilead
Graco Inc
Gregory Alexander
Heather and Peter Haakenson
Heather  Eisenmenger
Ian Dees and Kyle Bantz
Ian Dees and Kyle Bantz Donor Advised Fund
James and Krista Hagen
Jay and Page Cowles
Jeffrey Niblack and Megan O’Meara
Jennifer Brandabur
Jeremy  Wermerskirchen
Jessica Nyaribo-Arika
Jim and Ellen van Iwaarden
John and Barbara Horner-Ibler
John Bagley
John Pedersen and Laura Fingerson
Jon and Marcee Harris Schwartz

Jonathan and Anna Horning Nygren
Jon Friedell and Jada Pirius
Judy Lutter
Julia Geer
Kelsey Ankeny
Kelsey Arneson and Tom Metzger
Knox-Lammers Family Fund
Kristine Warner
La Mesa
Lauren Boutros
Lee Lynch and Terry Saario
Margaret and Robert Marshall
Margit Bretzke and Jeff Hanson
Mark and Penelope Pate Greene
Mark Wise
Medtronic
Michael Kral and Molly Jordan Kral
Michael Nystuen
Missy Thompson and Gar Hargens
Nicholas Minderman
Patrick and Erin Horst
Patti and Ben Campbell
Paul and Jo Ellen Abraham
Rick and Jeanne Carter
Ryan and Blake Petersen
Scott McCarty
Sean McCauley and Joselyn Raymundo
Shannon and Tumay Kojasoy
Skip Fay and Mary Margaret Anderson
Stacee Demmer
Steven J. Dayton
Suzanne and John Gappa
Ted and Julie Dyste
Thomas Rosen
Thomas W Egger, Sr MD
Thrivent Financial
Tom Ajax
United Health Group
Weis Builders, Inc
Wendy Nove

Grant Partners
Athletic Brewing Company
Environment & Natural Resources Trust Fund
George Family Foundation
Green Cities Accord
Golden Valley Community Foundation
Hennepin County
Metropolitan Council

Minneapolis Rotary Club
Minnesota Department of Natural Resources
Public Lands
REI Cooperative Action Fund
Share Winter
The Dorsey & Whitney Foundation
The Minneapolis Foundation



Native entrepreneurs, artists, 
storytellers, and community partners 
at Ȟaȟá Wakpádaŋ Loopet Loppet

Acres of land have 

been seeded with 

native plants

Stories of Connection Project Launched

13Grant 
Partners

31
7 Coaches, 

instructors 
and camp 
counselors

197
Habitat Restoration volunteers 
over a combined

340 hours

40,000
Park users in a calendar year

4.5

Over 20
Over 6628

volunteer 
hours logged


