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Dear Friends of the Loppet,
As we reflect on the past year, there is so much to celebrate. Over 39,000 people registered for 
Loppet programs and events in addition to the hundreds of thousands of casual visitors who explored 
Theodore Wirth Park. The return of winter was a welcome sight and we were excited to launch a 
three year habitat restoration effort within the fifty acres that surround the Trailhead. 

Our youth programs continued to thrive as young people found mentorship, connection and pathways 
to employment. Many adult participants utilized our classes to prepare for ski, bike and running races 
or to re-discover themselves as athletes. Senior programs grew by 400%. 

This past year brought unprecedented times for our state. Whether it was an early morning ski, the 
team effort of hatching luminaries or the consistent presence of coaches in our students’ lives, the 
Loppet became a place of refuge where people could find community, create pathways to healthy 
living and use the power of the natural world to aid in healing. 

As we look ahead, we remain committed to creating a welcoming and inclusive place to explore the 
outdoors. Thank you for being part of this incredible community.

Meghan Cosgrove
Loppet Executive Director

Tricia Conroy
Loppet Board President



Piotr Bednarski: 

Coach of the Year
Congratulations to Piotr Bednarski, who was honored with the U.S. Ski & Snowboard Cross Country 
Development Coach of the Year Award as he concluded an exceptional coaching career.

Since 1988, Piotr has devoted his life to developing cross-country skiers and advancing the sport. For 
the past 14 years, he has been an integral part of The Loppet, where his expertise, dedication, and 
unwavering encouragement have shaped the experiences of countless athletes and coaches. During 
his time as Director of Loppet Sport, Piotr guided the Loppet Nordic Racing Juniors team to six club 
championship titles, leaving a legacy defined not only by competitive success but also by the athletes 
and coaches he inspired along the way. 

Join us in celebrating Piotr’s tremendous career! His legacy will certainly live on in the next genera-
tion of coaches and athletes. 
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Coming Together: 
2026 Luminary Loppet 

For more than 20 years, The Luminary Loppet has been a beloved winter tradition. Families, friends 
and neighbors bundle up to walk two miles around the frozen lake as they make their way through 
thousands of glowing ice sculptures crafted over many weeks by dedicated volunteers. Participants 
grab hot chocolate, roast a s’more and dance and sing with local acts - this year the entertainment 
reached new levels of singing along with local artists. 

This past winter, In the heart of Minnesota’s darkest season, the Luminary Loppet illuminated more 
than just the ice. Over 17,000 people gathered on Lake of the Isles for The Loppet’s signature 
celebration, and largest annual fundraiser, during a time where the power of community felt especially 
meaningful.
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The secret isn’t just the training, it’s the people.
-Coach Cara Battles

Monday Night 

Strength
What started as a group of mostly strangers has grown into something much bigger: a community. 
Cara Battles, Loppet Advanced Strength coach, started teaching at The Loppet five years ago. Since 
then, her Monday evening strength class has evolved to not only include the scheduled workout but 
now the group spends time together outside of class and they’ve created traditions that extend far 
beyond the workouts themselves.

“There are so many great personalities,” Cara says. “People are just genuinely nice to one another.” 
New participants aren’t left standing on the sidelines wondering if they belong. Instead, they’re 
greeted, encouraged, and brought into the fold. The group has built a culture where everyone wants 
the other to succeed. Success in the class doesn’t mean everyone doing the exact same thing. It 
means each person works toward the same goal in the way that fits them best. One person may be 
squatting with 10 pounds while another is lifting 200, but both are doing squats, both are progressing. 
That approach has helped people feel confident pushing themselves. Participants trust that they’ll be 
met where they are and given the support they need to grow stronger.

What keeps them coming back isn’t just the workout. It’s the feeling of belonging. Over time, what 
started as a class has become a community - one built on encouragement, shared goals, and the 
belief that everyone deserves a place where they can grow stronger together.
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Loppet Cycle Works

Evolution
Loppet Cycle Works was established with the goal of creating accessible opportunities for both youth 
and adults to experience the sport of mountain biking. What began as a small program has evolved 
to include skills clinics, adult trail riding groups, and a thriving junior development program focused on 
building confidence, skills, and a lifelong passion for the trails. Despite the challenge of rebuilding its 
junior program from the ground up, Loppet Cycle Works has emerged with a strong identity centered 
around exceptional coaching, meaningful community, and the development of athletes at every level.

The perseverance is paying off as LCW sees continued growth. The performance team has grown 
from eight to twelve riders, while the competition team nearly doubled in a single year, expanding 
from just over 20 athletes to nearly 40. Younger riders continue to build skills through development 
teams before progressing to competition and performance squads, where some pursue regional and 
national racing opportunities. 

Perhaps the greatest measure of success is the community LCW is creating. Riders who first 
discovered cycling through The Loppet’s youth program,Trail Kids, are now returning as coaches, 
inspiring the next generation of athletes on the trails. 
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Environmental 

This year, through the Stories of Connection project, The Loppet expanded environmental education 
programming. In the process, we established 25 new community partnerships and delivered 81 
programs in collaboration with schools, running clubs, community organizations, community gardens, 
libraries, recreation centers, nature centers, senior living centers, rehabilitation centers, churches and 
non-profits organizations to connect people to their local green spaces and Theodore Wirth Park.

Environmental Education has also been 
integrated into existing Loppet programs, with 
Adventure Camp and Junior Loppet participants 
enjoying over 150 hours of hands-on nature 
exploration. The Environmental Education 
program co-created lessons with students, 
allowing them to feel empowered by helping 
support the direction of their learning. Originally 
starting as a team of one, the Environmental 
Education team grew to include five seasonal 
interns who imparted their knowledge and love 
of the outdoors. 
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FINANCIAL REPORT
Strong financial stewardship is essential to sustaining the Loppet’s mission. In FY2026, we 
continued to invest in the programs, trails, and experiences that bring people together outdoors 
while maintaining a strong financial foundation. Our financial results are detailed in our Statement 
of Financial Position and Statement of Activities, reflecting our commitment to transparency and 
responsible financial management. 

Consolidated Statement of Position, as of March 31, 2026:
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LOPPET DONORS
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3M
Abbott Fund
David and Audrey Abrams
Ben Accola
Kent and Amanda Adams
Austin Adesso
Mr. and Mrs. Deepak G. Advani
Thomas Ajax
Elasticsearch
Nicole Albee
Gregory Alexander
James and Sharon Allen
Larsen Fund
American Endowment Foundation
American Family Insurance Dreams Foundation
American Family Mutual Insurance
Ameriprise Financial
Bob and Gretchen Amis
Stephen and Eden Amos Household
Blair Anderson and Fawzia Khan
Calista Anderson
Emily Anderson
Willie and Sara Anderson
Paul Andre
Kelsey Ankeny
Anonymous
Paul and Donna Wiese Arbisi
Kelsey Arneson and Tom Metzger
ARR Family Foundation
Eduardo and Leah Arteaga
Bridget Axelson
Dilek Aydinalp-Mathews
John Azbill-Salisbury
AnnLiv Bacon
Ryan and Anne Baird
Brad Bart and Susan Diem
John and Rebecca Bartlett
Nancy and Jim Bauch
Steven Beck
Steve Befort and Anne Johnson
Adam and Linnea Benson
Mindy and Steven Benton
Thomas and Margit Berg
Aaron Bergad and Angie Brain
Erica Bergsland
Best Buy
Mark Bettes
Andrea Bidelman & Campbell Muskin
Pam Bidelman

Abdi Bile
Mark Bixby and Keelin Kane
Michael and Susan Blehert
Morgan Blenis
Peter Bohacek and Kris Hansen
Performance Running Gym
David Dayton and Mary Bolla
Mary Bond
Mike Bono and Kathie Constantine
George Boody and Ann Risch
Arthur Boren
Celia Boren
Jay Boren
Susan Boren King and Steven King
Gregory Boser
Lauren Boutros
David and Joan Bowlin
Kim and Laurie Boyce
Angie Boylan
Marcus Bradt
Anthony and Carolyn Bramante
Jennifer Brandabur
Lois Braun
Margit Bretzke and Jeff Hanson
Raquel and Kevin Counihan
Becky Brooks
Terry Brueck and Kathryn Mitchell
David Bryan and Ann Longfellow
David Buchanan
Steve Buska
Matt and Teresa Callahan
Robert and Renee Camara-Good
Beth Camilleri
Cargill, Inc.
Samuel Carlsen
Annelisa Carlson
Dave Carlson
Heather Carlson
Bonnie and Martin Carlson-Green
Rick and Jeanne Carter
Casa Blanca Family Fund
Stephen Casey
Amy Casey Paal
Louisa Castner
Chris and Julie Causey
Tim Holmstrom and Mary Cavanagh
Michael and Liane Cavanaugh
Bruce Chamberlain and Jennifer Ringold
City of Minneapolis
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LOPPET DONORS
Michelle Coady and Susan Sullivan
Jonah Cohen
Albert and Sonja Colianni
Bridgit Colleran
Cinda Collins
Jack Collis and Beth Olson
Bill Conroy and Margaret Harrington
Lucinda Conroy
Tricia Conroy
Dodd and Ann Cosgrove
Meghan Cosgrove
Martha Coventry and Georgina Frankel
Page and Jay Cowles
Emily Cox
Richard Cozine
Stewart and Lesley Crosby
Tom Dambra
John and Gwen Daniels
Cathleen Danielson
Steven J. Dayton
Vanessa Dayton
Rob and Megan Deisz
Rob Delaune and Michelle Gustafson
Stacee Demmer
Dan and Jackie DeRoma
Jay Desai
Karl Dewahl and Valinda Pearson
Anthony and Nina DiAngelis
Sarah Diaz
Dick’s Sporting Goods Foundation
Hyacinth Diehl
John and Elizabeth Dietrich-Ryan
Scott Dill
Mia Divecha and Nima Ahmadi
Eivind and Gwendolyn Djupedal
Shawn Dodds
James and Patricia Doheny
Michael (Moose) Dougherty
Bill Drake
Corey and Danielle Drevlow
Brian and Erica Driver
Adams Dudley
Matt Dummer
Susan Dunn
Joel Dunning and Heather Rose-Dunning
Ted and Julie Dyste
Julia Eagles
Charles Eddleston
Andrew Thomas Egger

David Eldred and Meghan Elliott
Mark and Sonja Elias
Enbridge
Molly and Lars Erdahl
Brit & Emin Erenler
Lon Erlandson
Colin Evenson
Cynthia Evon-Anderson and Rick Anderson
Rebecca Falk and Andrew Ferguson
Peter Farley
Skip Fay and Mary Margaret Anderson
Taylor Fay and Jasmine Mastel-Lipson
Robert and Katherine Fenning
Charlie and Anne Ferrell
Fidelity Charitable Gift Fund
Greg Filice
Mark Finch
John Pedersen and Laura Fingerson
Maria Finke
Emily Fischer
Kate Fisher and Dan Swanson
Thomas Fleming
Jane Fogg
Margaret Frank and Michael Thrasher
Barry Taylor and Amy Fredregill
Megan Fredrickson
Freedom 3 Capital
Craig Freeman
Chris Frenier
Jon Friedell and Jada Pirius
Frobenius Fund
Rebecca Fudge
Susan Funk and Wood Kidner
Bob and Chris Bennett-Ganger
Karen Gaides
Mike and Alison Galdys
Emily Gannon
Cindy Garretson
Nicholas Gaylord
Judy Geer
Ken Geisen
General Mills
Christa Getchell
Gilead
Sarah Goodman
Google Inc.
Peter Goss and Karma Walker
Michael Gotzsche and Mary Moench
Madeline Graham
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Greater Manhattan Community Foundation (GMCF)
Greenway Solar
Kevin and Gloria Gregerson
Joe and Michelle Gribben
Judy Griesedieck and Michael Healy
Erika Grossman
Mary Guilford Plumb
Wade Gulbransen and Nicolle Harty
Ben and Kim Gulli
Catherine Gump
David Gutzke and Jeanette Colby
Nichol Hadler
Roger Hale and Nor Hall
Mary Hammerbeck
Maree Hampton and Corey Brinkema
Zachary and Vanessa Handler
Steven Hanovich and Melissa Mark
Arthur Stuart Hanson
Peter and Anne Harris
Robert and Carolyn Harris
Ralph and Susan Harrison
Chris Harvey
Kathleen Haug
Brett Hauser
Carol and William Hay
Tom and Jennifer Hedberg
Hedberg Family Charitable Foundation
Eric Hedman
Charles Hendrix and Elizabeth Dolezal
Mark Hennessy
Doug and Lori Henrich Household
Jose Hernandez
Richard and Carrie Higgins
Mona and Tommy Highsmith
Erik Hinkie and Erica Gardner
Elizabeth Hinz
JulieAnne and Bruce Hjerpe
Tracy Hodgson
Lisa Hollensteiner
Jeff and Kim Holmberg
Norton Holschuh
Paul S Holte
John and Barbara Horner-Ibler
Jonathan and Anna Horning Nygren
Andrew Horstman and Mary Perry
Pehr Hovey
Richard and Chris Howard
Peter Huckfeldt and Elizabeth Danan
Sarah Hughes

Clifton and Melissa Hull
Mary Hunstiger
Susanne Lilly Hutcheson
Zenas W. Hutcheson, IV
Jennifer and Sam Ives
Leslee and Jeffrey Jaeger
James and Wanda Hollensteiner Foundation
JHF Donor Advised Fund
Alissa Johnson
Frank and Meredith Johnson
Genevieve Johnson and Michael Kinnee
Lindsey Johnson Household
Lowell A. Johnson and Andrea E. Johnson
Mary Kay and Loren Johnson
Maureen Johnson
Esther Johnston
Ellen Jones and Robert McKlveen
Joel Jordet and Emily Flynn
Bonnie Jortberg
Nikhil Joshi
Dorothy Jung and Craig Hedberg
Kelly A Kabat
Justin and Jane Kaster
Gene and Jane Kay
Clifford Keller
Joel Kennedy
Mary King
Maxwell Hurd and Katie Klepinski
Terry Klepinski
Peter and Jocelyn Knoll
Greg Koch
John Koch
Timothy Kohls and Sara Martin
Hinkuok Kong and Peksun Mak
Jill Koosmann
Lisa Korslund
Mr. Stephen P. Kotvis and Mrs. Jennifer S. Pearson
Michael Kral and Molly Jordan Kral
David and Carmela Kranz
Mark Krogh
Christopher and Michelle Kromm
Jon and Susan Krook
Gary and Barbara Krupp
David Hoiland and Rhonda Kuehl
Tom and Carol Kuelbs
Marcia Kull and Gary Maher
Jim and Beth Kuzzy
Ross Lamb
Brian Lammers and Emily Knox
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LOPPET DONORS
Laurie Laner and Mark Borman
Kris and Christine Aas-Larson
Mark and Jean Larson
Robert Larson
Kara and Ben Lazarus
Brenna Ledesma
Leroy Leftwich
Jim and Susan Lenfestey
Lenfestey Family Foundation
Beth and Todd Leonard
Mike Lettmann
Brandon Lew
Sara Lewenstein
Brian Lewis
Michael Libby
Life on the Vine Christian Community
David and Susan Lima
Kristy Liphart
Jillian and Eric Vrooman-Locke
Jane and John Lonnquist
Michael and Krista Loop
Anna Lowenthal Walsh
James Luby and Emily Hoover
Stephen and Colleen Lucke
John Lund
Kristina Lund
Drew Lundquist
Wilson and Barbara Lundsgaard Household
Judy Lutter
Wendy Lutter and Eric Bosler
Jillian Lydell
Mary Lynch and Kurt Kelsey
Ingrid Lyons
Thomas MacLeod and Christa Anders
Kathy Magnuson
Sam Maiser
Jim Manolis and Emily Green
Toby and Dorothy Markowitz
Margaret and Robert Marshall
William K Martin
Ann Mavis
Jim McCarthy and Gloria Peterson
Michael McCloskey
Mark McClure and Molly Jeatran Household
Sylvia McCollor
Gregory McCoy
W. Thomas and Christine McEnery
Dick McFarland
Colleen McGarry

Sara and Edward McGlynn
Kathy McKay
Patricia McKee
Chris Bercaw and Mary McKelvey
Bill and Amy McKinney
Peter McLaughlin and Nancy Hylden
Shayla McLean
McVay Foundation
Chris Medina
Medtronic
David Mott and Jackie Melgard
Jeri Meola
Eoin O’Hara and Heidi Meyer
Cecilia Michel
Microsoft
Mightycause Foundation
Brian Milavitz and Sue Smukler
Brian Miller
Douglas and Martha Miller
Nick Minderman
Bill and Jane Anton-Minge
Minnesota Awesome
Minnesota Jewish Community Foundation
Minnesota Vikings Foundation
Anna Mirkin
Carol and James Moller
Brandon Moore
Andrew Moratzka
Pamela Moret
Steve Morman and Arah Bahn
MPLS Kids Fund
Bengo Mrema
David Munn and Linda Luksan
Peter and Karla Myers
N1234
Andrew Nauman
Navigate Forward
David and Mary Owens Neal
Emily Neal
Julia Neal
Michael Nelson
Richard and Lisa Nelson
Mark Gehlsen and Lori Nesvold
NetGiver
Matt Neuburger and Karen Fogg
Eric Newman and Janice Gepner
Gary Nichols
Jeffrey Niemasz and Rachel Lerner
Michael and Heather Noble
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Jason and Connie Noe
David and Lori Noel
Nordson Corporation
Tom and Gail Novacheck
Wendy Nove
NVIDIA
Jessica Nyaribo-Arika
Michael Nystuen
Jean O’Connell
Jeffrey Niblack and Megan O’Meara
Peggy O’Neal
Brian and Kelly O’Neill
Elizabeth Odette
Robert and Carrie Mikulich Ogren
Arden Olson
Marney Olson
Rebecca Olson and Ruth Heidebreicht Household
Jan Omacht and Peter Anderson
Compass Capital
Elizabeth Ossers
Cynthia Osterling
Korrie Osthus
Kevin and Sara Ousdigian
William and Sarah Oyler
Trevor and Elizabeth Parkes
Nicholas Partington
Mark and Penelope Pate Greene
Scott and Kristi Pearson
Pentair Foundation
Carleton Perry and Leslie Legg
Patrick Persons
Ryan and Blake Petersen
Amber Peterson
David Peterson
David Peterson
Mark and Janice Peterson
Donna and Raymond Philippot
Catherine Philpot
Richard Pike and Barbara Conti
Piper Sandler Companies
Kristin Pippin
Kim and Jerry Porter
Jill Prevost
Donnie Price
Chris Queitzsch
Mary Queitzsch
Roger and Nancy Ralston
Debra Rappaport and Robert Zelle
Raymond James Charitable

Stephen Regenold
Julia Reich
Greg Reinhiller
Ren
Sharon Rhodes
James Richardson and Dorothy Horns
Martin Richmond
Ann and Don Roach
Shawn Rockler
Eric Roden
Nancy and W. Pringle Rodman
Karen Ann Roesler
Nicholas and Jena Rogers
Phil and Val Rogosheske
Jennifer Rolfes
Thomas Rosen
Maureen and Gordon Rudd
Clay and Meg Rudolph
Rudy Luther Toyota
Kate and Walter Rush
Russell Family DAF
Ed and Jenni Ryan
Mary Lynn Ryan
Rose Ryan and Dustin Lundebrek
Ryan Companies
Tyler Sahnow
Saint Paul & Minnesota Foundation
David and Heidi Samuels
Santa Fe Community Foundation
Save the Boundary Waters/Northeastern Minnesotans for 
Wilderness
Travis and Erika Saveraid
Peter Schlesinger
William Schmalstieg
Kate Schmelzer
Isaac Schneider
Mark Schneider and Mary Lincoln
Evan Schnell and Sarah Asch
Gary Schokmiller
Dana and Jon Schroeder
Susan Schultz
MaryFrances Schurb
Jon and Marcee Harris Schwartz
David Scott
Thomas and Janet Scott
Charles Sellars
Mary Serra
Seymour Lee Foundation
Michael Shay
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LOPPET DONORS
Todd Jones and Terri Shefelbine
Audrey Sheffield
Asha Shoffner
Janine Sieja and Steven Yore
Merrie and Aaron Sjogren
Cameron and Michele Skold
Scott and Karen Slater
Bill Smeaton
Laura and Dustin Smith
Tracy Smith
Solventum
Steve and Jill Sonnesyn
Ken and Elena Sparling
Grace Spears
Guy and Candice Stearns
Bob Steffes
Kirsten Stenoien
Stacey Stewart
William Stiles and Molly Bondhus
Linda and John Sumner
Joanne Sundeen
Sundet Foundation
Kristin and Casey Pavek
Antonio Sundquist
Dean Sundquist
Devin Sundquist
Nick Swanson
Rick and Barb Swanson
Laura and Dan Swartz
Brian and Melissa Taney
Target
Justin L Templin
The Butler Family Community Foundation
The Daniel M. Stenoien Charitable Remainder Unitrust
The Head Family Foundation
The Howe Family Foundation
Michelle Thoemke
Paul and Lee Thoresen
Richard Thorne
Thrivent Charitable
Thrivent Financial
David and Cathie Tilman
Dr. and Mrs. Torchia
Cody and Sarah Torchia-Lynch
Toyota Motor North America, Inc.
Tom and Sheila Trachtman
Ann Tranvik
Michael Troutman and Amy Blumenshine
Gabriella Tsurutani and Jennifer Pierce

Paul Tuite
U.S. Bank Foundation
United Health Group
Veronica Urdaneta
Scott Uttley
Tammy Vallant
Ken Valley and Jane DeKraay
Jon and Gail Van Horn
Guff Van Vooren and Vicki Raport
James Vancura
Osmo Vanska
Daniela Vasan
Peter Vaughan and Catherine Anson
Jared Verbeke
Kathryn and Kerry Vermeer
Robert Votel
Lisa Wacek
Andrew Wall
Scott Walsh
Anna Walters
David C C Warner
Frank Wei
Weis Builders, Inc.
Jeremy Wermerskirchen
Patrick Townley and Ivy West
Jim and Sue Westerman
Erik and Barbara Westgard
Bob Wheeler and Teri Schiller
Elizabeth and Jay Whitaker
Brett and Cindy Docteur White
Craig and Melissa Wiklund
Andrew and Amy Willette
Claire Wilson
Knox Foundation
Sandy and Alan Witebsky
Eric Wold
John Wolff
Bob and Barb Woodruff
Xcel Energy Foundation
Kent and Cindy York
Michael Zwank



LOPPET SPONSORS
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612 Sauna
Albertsson Hansen Architecture and Interior Design
All Energy Solar
Alloy Personal Training Bloomington
Alloy Personal Training St. Louis Park
Altra
Animal Emergency & Referral Center of Minnesota
Athletic Brewing
Bachman’s
Blue Buffalo
Bolt Law Firm
Brazil Sweeney Law Group
Captain Ken’s
Chux
Conagra
Council for Minnesotans of African Heritage
Daehlie
Eloise Butler
Gear West
GS-JJ
Granite Bank (Singletrack Mortgage)
Hoigaards
Huxley
Hyvee
Jordet Agency, American Family Insurance
KPMG
La Mesa
Lumi Experiences
Lunds
Mayo
Metro Transit
Midwest Dirt Legion
Minneapolis Parks Foundation
Minnesota Awesome
Misfit Coffee
Ostri(chi)zed Brewing
Performance Running Gym
Pioneer Midwest
Pryes Brewing
Public Lands
Red Bull

Renewal By Andersen
Salomon
Savant Wealth
SixSpeed
SnowKE Nordic
SRF Consulting
Star Tribune
Steel Toe Brewing
Sunrise Banks
Tempo Physical Therapy
The Urgency Room
Ulko Gear
Westopolis
You Betcha Tours



Community members 
connected to the outdoors

through Environmental 
Education Programming

$26,667
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Overall experience 
at the Trailhead4.8/5

300
Resource-
limited youth 
who tubed 
this winter

39,000 Registered program participants 

7,354
Ski season passes sold:

101Winter Adventure 
Camp participants: 25

New 
community 
partnerships 

BY THE NUMBERS
2 0 2 5  -  2 0 2 6

1356
Volunteers who donated 
their time to The Loppet

286
Total hours of community 
programming facilitation

1,520

130 Scholarships 
awarded totaling


